
Welcome to MRC 2011

Context has moved from the researchers’ workbench
to become a major selling point in applications, de-
vices and smart environments. Indeed, context sen-
sitive processing plays a key role in many modern
IT applications, with context- awareness and context-
based reasoning essential not only for mobile and
ubiquitous computing, but also for a wide range of
other areas such as collaborative software, web engi-
neering, personal knowledge management, informa-
tion sharing, health care workflow and patient con-
trol, adaptive games, and e-Learning solutions.

One of the challenges, from an intelligent systems
perspective, is to integrate context with other types
of knowledge for reasoning, decision-making, and
adaptation to form a coherent and versatile architec-
ture. There is a common understanding that achiev-
ing desired behaviour from intelligent systems will
depend on the ability to represent and manipulate
information about a rich range of contextual factors.

These factors may include not only physical charac-
teristics of the task environment, but, possibly more
importantly, many other aspects including cognitive
factors such as the knowledge states (of both the ap-
plication and user) or emotions, and social factors
such as networks, relations, roles, and hierarchies.
This representation and reasoning problem presents
research challenges to which methodologies derived
from areas such as artificial intelligence, knowledge
management, human-computer interaction, semiotics
and psychology can contribute solutions.

Despite the value of diverse approaches to context,
integrating findings from the social sciences into
the design of context-aware systems and building
psychologically plausible knowledge models remains
problematic. Furthermore, it is difficult to deal with
uncertainty on different levels, from interpretation of
uncertain sensor input data through to identification
of contexts with fuzzy borders. Moreover, the ability
of the system to use explanations, both as a part of
its reasoning and as a means of communication with
the user requires further consideration.

Background

MRC was first held at the German AI conference KI
in 2004. Subsequent workshops have been held at
IJCAI, AAAI, CONTEXT, HCP and ECAI (2010).

These workshops have been successful in raising
awareness about the importance of context as a ma-
jor issue for future intelligent systems, especially for
the use of mobile devices and current research on
ubiquitous computing. At the same time, advances
in methodologies for modelling and retrieving con-
text have been made and MRC continues to provide
a venue for the discussion and furthering of research
into issues surrounding context.

Websites

More information and the paper submission system
can be found on the workshop website at:

http://events.idi.ntnu.no/mrc2011/

The CONTEXT 2011 main conference website which
has more information about the location and the reg-
istration process as well as other workshops:

http://context-11.teco.edu/

Join the mailing list for MRC by visiting:

http://tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/mrc-discuss/

Important Dates

Abstracts due July 3

Submissions July 10

Notification August 4

Camera-ready August 18

CRC updates August 25

MRC Workshop September 26-27
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WorkshopObjectives

TheModellingandReasoninginContextworkshop
seriesaimstobringtogetherresearchersandpracti-
tionersfromdifferentcommunities,bothinindustry
andacademia,tostudy,understand,andexploreis-
suessurroundingcontext.

Byconsideringmodellingandreasoningapproaches
forcontext-sensitivesystemsfromabroadrangeof
areas,theworkshopwillfacilitatethesharingof
problems,techniques,andsolutions.Theworkshop
coversdifferentunderstandingsofwhatcontextis,
differentapproachestomodellingcontext,mecha-
nismsandtechniquesforstructuredstorageofcon-
textualinformation,effectivewaystoretrieveit,and
methodsforenablingintegrationofcontextandap-
plicationknowledge.

MRCprovidesaforumtoexchangeanddiscussis-
suesandideasinafriendly,cooperativeenviron-
ment.Thefocusofthisyearsworkshopisoncom-
mercialisingcontextandtheimpactofthisoncontext
models.Areasofinterestinclude,butarenotlimited
to:

TopicsofInterest

Areasofinterestinclude,butarenotlimitedto:

-Genericandspecificcontextmodels
-Explicitrepresentationsofcontext
-Representationofandreasoningwithuncertainty
-Retrievalofcontextandcontextinformation
-Context-basedretrievalandreasoning
-Socio-technicalissues
-Integratingfindingsfromthesocialsciences
-Contextawarenessandcontext-sensitivity
-Contextawarenessinapplications
-Evaluationofcontext-awareapplications
-Explanationandcontext
-Mobilecontext
-Issuesoftime,dynamicsandinformationageing
-Contextfocusingandcontextswitching
-Contextmanagement

Submissions

Workshopsubmissionsareelectronic,inPDFformat
only,usingtheEasyChairsubmissionsystem.

Paperlengthshouldnotexceed12pages
intheSpringerLNCSformat.Guidelines
andtemplatesareavailableonthewebat
http://www.springer.de/comp/ncs/authors.html.

Paperswillbepublishedinaccompanyingproceed-
ingsandonline.Providedthatthequantityandqual-
ityofsubmissionsjustifiesaspecialjournalissueon
contextawaresystems,authorsofacceptedpapers
willbeinvitedtosubmitextendedversionsforsuch
apublication.

Allworkshopparticipantsmustregisterbothforthis
workshopandthemainconference.Atleastoneau-
thorofeachacceptedpapermustattendthework-
shop.

Agenda

Theworkshopwilllasttwofulldaysandwillbeor-
ganisedintothreemainparts.

Thefirstpartwillconsistofshortpresentationsofthe
acceptedpapers,groupedintosessions.Eachsession
willbefollowedbyadiscussionperiod.Thegoal
ofthesesessionsistointroducetheworkofallthe
participants.

Thesecondpartwillconsistofthreepaneldiscussion
sessions,eachdedicatedtoonespecificissue.The
suggestedissuesare“perception”,“contextaware-
ness”,and“contextsensitivity”,butthesearesub-
jecttochangedependentontheinterestsoftheatten-
deesandthenatureofsubmissions.Thegoalofthese
panelsistodiscussthevariousapproachestoeachof
thesebasicissuesandtoidentifythecriticalproblems
inneedofattentionandthemostpromisingresearch
directions.

Theworkshopwillbeconcludedwithanopendis-
cussionsummarisingthemostimportantlessons
learned.

Chairs

JörgCassens
InstituteforMultimediaandInteractiveSystems
UniversityofLübeck
Lübeck,Germany

RebekahK.Wegener
CentreforLanguageinSocialLife
MacquarieUniversity
Sydney,Australia

AndersKofod-Petersen
SINTEFInformationandCommunicationTechnology
Trondheim,Norway

ProgramCommittee

Subjecttoammendments.

-AgnarAamodt,NTNU,Norway
-TarekRichardBesold,UniversityofOsnabrück,

Germany
-PatrickBrézillon,UniversityofParis6,France
-HenningChristiansen,RoskildeUniversityCenter,

Denmark
-AdrianClear,LancasterUniversity,UK
-LorcanCoyle,lero,Ireland
-MartinChristofKindsmueller,UniversityofLübeck,

Germany
-DavidLeake,IndianaUniversity,USA
-AnaG.Maguitman,UniversidadNacionaldelSur,

BahíaBlanca,Argentina
-AlessandraMileo,DERI,Ireland
-OlgaMurdoch,UCD,Ireland
-ThomasR.Roth-Berghofer,UniversityofHildesheim,

Germany
-PatríciaTedesco,UFPE,Brazil
-SanttuToivonen,Idean,Finland

http://www.springer.de/comp/ncs/authors.html
http://cassens.org/
http://www.idi.ntnu.no/~anderpe/
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